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it could be twenty degrees below zero and 
blowing snow but when search and rescue 
volunteer Jennifer Sparks' pager goes off, 

she heads to the Incident Command post.  

Teton County Sheriff's office Search and 
Rescue volunteers are on call 24 hours a day 
to respond to a wide range of emergencies 
including lost and injured hikers, skiers and 
other outdoor adventurers in trouble, as well 
as cars off the road and even downed aircraft.  

volunteers devote many hours each month to 
training and rescues. The team has all-day 
trainings once a month in addition to evening 
trainings and other meetings. The number 

of calls they receive varies but, on average, 
Sparks personally responds to three or four 
calls a month. 

volunteers join SAR for a variety of reasons. 
Three team members (not including Sparks) 
joined after being rescued by the team them-
selves. Sparks joined in 1998, wanting to 
contribute to the community.

“I come from a family of volunteers,” Sparks 
said. “I felt like I needed to give back to the  
community.” 

Her own family is also very supportive of her 
search and rescue work.
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“My husband is really supportive,” Sparks 
said. “He is the first one to run around and get 
gear, food and water in the car.” 

Their 7-year-old daughter Beatrix also gets in 
on the action from time to time. 

“She's come on a few rescues,” Sparks said. 
“If my husband is gone and I get a page out, 
Beatrix and I bring food. She goes to school 
and says she went on a rescue this weekend 
with mom.”

While many team mem-
bers enjoy the opportunity 
to go out into the field on 
a rescue, everyone on the 
team knows that the non-
field tasks associated with 
a rescue, including logis-
tics, communications and 
providing food, are just as 
important. 

“Every role on a rescue is 
significant,” Sparks said. 
“There is no room for egos 
on the team. We check 
any attitude at the door 
when we head out. We have each others' backs 
out in the field and have to trust one another.” 

She emphasizes how SAR volunteers are com-
munity members with normal lives who simply 
return to their daily activities and routine after 
a rescue is complete. 

“We're a humble group,” Sparks said. “We're 
at work, get called to a rescue, then we go 
back to work. We're regular people.” n

“We have each  
others’ backs out in the 
field and have to trust  

one another.”
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